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Minka Summit 2023: Schedule at a Glance for Friday, April 21st

Registration Opens
12:00

Friday Special Events
13:00 - 17:00
§ 13:00 – 14:30 

Kikkorys Sustainable Forestry Guided Walk 
§ 15:00 – 16:00 

Yakisugi Demonstration 
§ 13:00 – 17:00 

‘Interesting Interiors Tour’ of Renovated and/or Relocated Minka 
(The above are within a 5 to 30-minute drive from the venue.) 

Welcome & Dinner
18:00 – 21:00
‘Meet & Greet Dinner’: 
§ Music, friendship, great food and beverages, and more!
§ The is no extra cost to join the dinner, but donations are welcome!

Friday will be a half day event –
with some very interesting, 
enjoyable, and unique activities 
taking place! 

You are welcome to join one or 
all the activities, but please note 
that it is not possible to join the 
Kikkorys Sustainable Forestry 
Guided Walk after it begins.

The minka on the Minka Tour can 
be visited freely between 13:00 
and 17:00.  Stop in and have a 
cup of tea and a look around!



Minka Summit 2023: Schedule at a Glance for Saturday, April 22nd

Minka Tours, Minka Mall & DIY Workshops
7:30 Registration opens
8:30 – 16:30 Minka Tours
10:00 – 17:00 Minka Mall 
10:00 – 16:00 Ongoing & Repeated Workshops
§ Kumiko Puzzles, Tea Ceremony, Kabuto Obi  

Helmet Folding, Onigiri Making  & Pottery 
Making

11:00 – 11:50 
§ Emily Kaneko Reynolds DIY Demonstration: 

Tsuchikabe/Mud Walls: What they are and 
an overview of their restoration

12:00 
§ Music & More
12:30 – 13:20
§ Children’s Mini Minka Building & Frame 

Raising Ceremony
15:30 - 16:20 
§ Chuck Kayser DIY Workshop: Getting Your 

Garden Going Strong

Writers ‘Talks Corner
16:45 – 17:45
Writers’ Talks Corner with
§ Alex Kerr
§ Karen Hill Anton
§ Azby Brown
§ Hannah Kirshner

Keynote Dinner
18:00 – 21:00
§ Music, friendship, great food 

and beverages
§ Keynote by the esteemed minka 

expert Yoshihiro Takishita!
§ Be sure to buy your ticket for the 

Keynote Dinner early as spaces 
are limited!

Presentations, Mini Panel
11:00 - 11:50 Parallel Sessions
§ Arno Suzuki:  The Utility of Tatami and 

Other Organic Housing Materials                                                             
§ Jeremy Phillipps: Nantoka Naru? The 

Azumadachi of Tonami
13:30 - 14:20 Parallel Sessions
§ Azby Brown: Making a Difference
§ Miroslav Bachura: A Sustainable, Energy-

conscious Approach to Kominka 
Renovation

14:30 - 15:20 
§ Austin H. Moore: Authentic and 

Responsible Preservation of Kominka
§ Mini Panel Discussion 1 (Moderator: 

Lauren Scharf): How I Found My Minka
15:30 - 16:20 
§ Alex Kerr: A talk by art expert, writer, 

and leading advocate for minka 
preservation Alex Kerr



Minka Summit 2023: Schedule at a Glance for Sunday April 23rd

Minka Tours, Minka Mall & DIY Workshops
7:30 Registration opens
8:30 - 16:00 Minka Tours: Walking, self-drive & 
bus tours
10:00 - 16:00 Minka Mall 
10:00 - 16:00 Ongoing & Repeated Workshops
§ Kumiko Puzzles, Tea Ceremony, Kabuto Obi  

Helmet Folding, Onigiri Making, Pottery 
Making & Tea Ceremony

11:00 - 11:50 
§ Chikako Nakano DIY Demonstration: 

Creating beautiful panels with washi (to 
take home!)

12:00
§ Music & More
12:30 - 13:20
§ Children’s Mini Minka Building & Frame 

Raising Ceremony

Minka Masters Panel
14:45 - 16:15
Panel Discussion with:
§ Yoshihiro Takishita
§ Alex Kerr
§ Azby Brown
§ Tomoko Kubo
§ JJ Walsh (Moderator)

Closing
16:15 - 16:30
§ Final Words
§ Photographs

Presentations, Mini Panel
11:00 - 11:50 Parallel Sessions
§ Chuck Kayser: The Power of Organic 

Farming
§ Koji Toda & Andrea Carlson: Initiatives to 

Protect and Preserve Kominka and 
Traditional Carpentry

13:30 - 14:20 Parallel Sessions
§ Shouya Grigg: Paying Homage to 

Shiguchi
§ Mini Panel Discussion 2 (Moderator: 

Andrea Carlson): Minka as Creative, 
Commercial, and Community Spaces


